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 December 2019 
 

READING GROUP TITLES 
 

 (Recent titles available in multiple copies) 
 
 
This listing includes recently published titles, which Peterborough Libraries have available in 
multiple copies. We hope this might prove helpful when you’re looking for suitable titles with 
sufficient copies.  
 
If you have any comments or queries, please email elaine.wilkinson@vivacity.org 
 
 
 

Key: NF=Non-Fiction; L=Large Print; A=Audio 
 
 
 

AUTHOR  
& Length 

 

TITLE Copies LP & 
Audio 

 
CLASSICS 

  

Jackson, 
Shirley 
 
256 pgs 

Haunting of Hill House  [reading group request] 
Four seekers have arrived at the rambling old pile known as Hill House: 
Dr. Montague, an occult scholar looking for solid evidence of psychic 
phenomena; Theodora, his lovely assistant; Luke, the future inheritor of 
the estate; and Eleanor, a friendless, fragile young woman with a dark 
past. As they begin to cope with horrifying occurrences beyond their 
control or understanding, they cannot possibly know what lies ahead. 
For Hill House is gathering its powers - and soon it will choose one of 
them to make its own.  “It’s frightening at times and very clever indeed.” 

10  

 
BOOKER PRIZE 2019 

 

Evaristo, 
Bernadine 
 
464 pgs 

Girl, Woman, Other   [Joint Booker Prize Winner 2019] 
'Girl, Woman, Other' follows the lives and struggles of twelve very 
different characters. Mostly women, black and British, they tell the 
stories of their families, friends and lovers, across the country and 
through the years.  “Girl, Woman, Other is an unconventional novel in 
the sense that it doesn’t have a plot, doesn’t have a particularly linear 
timeline, and doesn’t have a single focal character. What it is, 
essentially, is a collection of twelve different, loosely linked character 
studies that combine to create a sort of picture of black heritage in 
Britain.” 

10  

Atwood, 
Margaret 
 
432 pgs 

The Testaments  [Joint Booker Prize Winner 2019] 
When the van door slammed on Offred's future at the end of 'The 
Handmaid's Tale,' readers had no way of telling what lay ahead. With 
'The Testaments,' the wait is over. Margaret Atwood's sequel picks up 
the story 15 years after Offred stepped into the unknown, with the 
explosive testaments of three female narrators from Gilead. 

10  
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FICTION 

 
 

  

Cavanagh, 
Steve 
 
368 pgs 

Th1rt3en [Thirteen]  [Winner of 2019 Theakston Old Peculier Crime 
Novel of the Year] 
Hollywood star Robert Solomon is charged with the brutal murder of his 
beautiful wife. This is the celebrity murder trial of the century and the 
defence want one man on their team: con artist turned lawyer Eddie 
Flynn. All the evidence points to Robert's guilt, but as the trial begins a 
series of sinister incidents in the court room start to raise doubts in 
Eddie's mind. What if there's more than one actor in the courtroom? 
What if the killer isn't on trial? What if the killer is on the jury?  “I liked 
the key characters and enjoyed the devilish quality of the killer. Great 
story, well written and carefully plotted with good pace.” 

10  

Hession, Ronan 
 
250 pgs 

Leonard and Hungry Paul  [Radio 2 Book Club] 
The story of two friends who ordinarily would remain uncelebrated. It 
finds a value and specialness in them that is not immediately apparent 
and prompts the idea that maybe we could learn from the people that 
we overlook in life. Leonard and Hungry Paul change the world 
differently to the rest of us, by discovering the small things they can do 
well and offering them to others.  “Such a lovely book. I smiled and 
laughed all the way through and wanted it to go on and on. No major 
dramas occur but there are lots of keenly observed details and succinct 
phrasing, and a general sense of a quiet wonder at the world and the 
people involved it.” 

10  

Kinsley, Erin 
 
384 pgs 

Found  [Radio 2 book club] 
When 11 year old Evan vanishes without trace, his parents are plunged 
into their worst nightmare - especially as the police, under massive 
pressure, have no answers. But months later Evan is unexpectedly 
found, frightened and refusing to speak. His loving family realise life will 
never be the same again. DI Naylor knows that unless those who took 
Evan are caught, other children are in danger. And with Evan silent, she 
must race against time to find those responsible.  “A horrible subject but 
written so well, descriptions of the impact on families affected by 
hideous crime was completely spot on without being over dramatic. I 
loved this family and their journey through horrible times.” 

10  

Rooney, Jennie 
 
400 pgs 

Red Joan 
Cambridge University in 1937 is awash with ideas and idealists – to 
unworldly Joan it is dazzling.  After a chance meeting with Russian-born 
Sonya and Leo, Joan is swept up in the glamour and energy of the duo.  
But allegiance is a slippery thing. Out of university and working in a 
government ministry with access to top-secret information, Joan finds 
her loyalty tested as she is faced with the most difficult question of all: 
what price would you pay to remain true to yourself?  “Historical fiction 
inspired by real life spy Melita Norwood. A thrilling page turner.  An 
expression of love in all its forms, for life, individuals, country and 
maternal. Deceit and jealousy, the book has it all.” 

10  

Young, Kerry 
 
288 pgs 

Pao  [reading group request] 

I was just a boy when I come to Jamaica.  Kingston, 1938. Fourteen-
year-old Yang Pao steps off the ship from China with his mother and 
brother, after his father has died fighting for the revolution. When Pao 
takes over the family's affairs he becomes a powerful man. He sets his 
sights on marrying well, but when Gloria Campbell, a black prostitute, 

10  
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comes to him for help he is drawn to her beauty and strength. As the 
political violence escalates in the 1960s the lines between Pao's 
socialist ideals and private ambitions become blurred. Pao is a dazzling 
tale of race, class and colour, love and ambition, and a country at a 
historical crossroads.  “There is a significant Chinese community in 
Jamaica, that is often overlooked. Her descriptions of Kingston are 
wonderful and her portrayal of Pao is honest.” 

Rooney, Sally 
 
288 pgs 

Normal People 

Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small town in rural Ireland. 
The similarities end there; they are from very different worlds. When 
they both earn places at Trinity College in Dublin, a connection that has 
grown between them lasts long into the following years. This is an 
exquisite love story about how a person can change another person's 
life - a simple yet profound realisation that unfolds beautifully over the 
course of the novel.  “Sally Rooney has the rare ability to describe 
complex emotions in simple and unshowy words. Her dialogue is 
exceptionally nuanced.” 

10  

Iturbe, Antoino 
 
432 pgs 

The Librarian of Auschwitz 
This is the story of the smallest library in the world – and the most 
dangerous.  'It wasn’t an extensive library. In fact, it consisted of eight 
books and some of them were in poor condition. But they were books. In 
this incredibly dark place, they were a reminder of less sombre times, 
when words rang out more loudly than machine guns…’  Fourteen-year-
old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by the Nazis at Auschwitz. When 
Jewish leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the eight 
precious books the prisoners have managed to smuggle past the 
guards, she agrees. But books are extremely dangerous. Based on the 
incredible and moving true story of Dita Kraus, holocaust survivor and 
secret librarian for the children's block in Auschwitz. “I found the story of 
heartbreak and small joys found in such a cold time and place to be so 
emotional. By the end of the book I cried for Dita and all those who 
suffered. Worth every second of reading. “ 

10  

Mosse, Kate 

 

608 pgs 

The Burning Chambers 

Carcassonne 1562. Nineteen-year-old Minou Joubert receives an 
anonymous letter at her father’s bookshop. Sealed with a distinctive 
family crest, it contains just five words: SHE KNOWS THAT YOU LIVE. 
But before Minou can decipher the mysterious message, a chance 
encounter with a young Huguenot convert, Piet Reydon, changes her 
destiny forever. A thrilling adventure, and a heart-breaking love story, 
this is a historical novel of excitement, conspiracy and danger like no 
other . . . “Quite a complicated start, but a great novel encompassing 
religion, and historical background. Kate Mosse is a fantastic author of 
historical fiction, the story intertwines through the book of Minou and her 
family, this story keeping the reader engaged.” 

10  

Riley, Lucinda 
 
672 pgs 

The Butterfly Room 
Posy Montague is approaching her seventieth birthday. Still living in her 
beautiful family home, Admiral House, set in the glorious Suffolk 
countryside where she spent her own idyllic childhood, Posy knows she 
must make an agonizing decision. Then a face appears from the past – 
Freddie, her first love, who abandoned her and left her heartbroken fifty 
years ago. And unbeknown to Posy, Freddie – and Admiral House – 
have a devastating secret to reveal . . . “a big book with a big heart, 
filled with wonderful characters, stunning surroundings. Nothing but a 
joy to read.” 

10  
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Bradford, 
Barbara Taylor 
 
400 pgs 

Master of his Fate 
London 1884: Queen Victoria is Empress of India and Britain is at its 
peak of worldwide power.  James Falconer works as a barrow boy in a 
flourishing London market owned by Henry Malvern. But James hungers 
for more. Turning away from family tradition, he dreams of building an 
empire of stores like Fortnum and Mason s and believes that Henry, 
along with his daughter and heir Alexis, could offer him a way to climb 
beyond his beginnings.  But tragedy and betrayal threaten the dreams of 
both James and Alexis and jeopardise everything they hold dear...  “I 
can’t wait for the next instalment - this is a real page turner and 
reminded me of my much loved favourite Woman of Substance!” 

10  

Swan, Karen 
 
384 pgs 

The Spanish Promise 
One of Spain’s richest men is dying. But as he prepares his estate, his 
family is shocked to discover he is making plans to give away his wealth 
to a young woman they have never even heard of. Who is she and what 
hold does she have over him?  Charlotte Fairfax is asked to travel to the 
troubled family’s home in Spain to get to the bottom of the mysterious 
bequest. Looking for clues, Charlotte digs into the prominent family’s 
history and unearths a dark and shocking past in which two people were 
torn apart by conflict. “She uses the present and past to weave 2 stories 
together leading us back to Spain in the 1930s and the atrocities of the 
war and the present. Two love stories with similar themes and 
messages. Clever writing, hard to put down and at times extremely sad.” 

10  

Johnson, Milly 
 
448 pgs 

The Magnificent Mrs Mayhew 
Sophie Mayhew looks like she has the perfect life. Wife of rising political 
star John F Mayhew, her glamour matches his looks, power, breeding 
and money. But John has made some stupid mistakes along the way, 
some of which are threatening to emerge. Still, all this can still be swept 
under the carpet as long as Sophie 'the trophy' plays her part in front of 
the cameras. But the words that come out of Sophie’s mouth one 
morning on the doorstep of their country house are not the words the 
spin doctors put in there.  Bursting out of the restrictive mould she has 
been in since birth, Sophie flees to a place that was special to her as a 
child, a small village on the coast where she intends to be alone.  “It's a 
rollercoaster of a read, and I found it almost impossible to put down - I 
stayed up late and got up early to finish it as fast as possible. From 
hateful, selfish, power crazy families, through strong female friendships 
to a gentle but gorgeous love story, the book had everything.” 

10  

Griffin, Anne 
 
272 pgs 

When All is Said 
At the bar of a grand hotel in a small Irish town sits 84-year-old Maurice 
Hannigan. He's alone, as usual - though tonight is anything but. Pull up 
a stool and charge your glass, because Maurice is finally ready to tell 
his story.  Over the course of this evening, he will raise five toasts to the 
five people who have meant the most to him. Through these stories - of 
unspoken joy and regret, a secret tragedy kept hidden, a fierce love that 
never found its voice - the life of one man will be powerfully and 
poignantly laid bare.  Heart-breaking and heart-warming all at once, the 
voice of Maurice Hannigan will stay with you long after all is said.  “This 
is a fantastic book and one that will stay with me for a long time. 
Maurice takes us on an incredible journey showing the ups and downs 
of life. I laughed and cried in different parts. I couldn't put it down but at 
the same time I didn't want it to end.” 

10  

 


