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Now in its sixth year, the Heritage Festival Schools’ Day provides your 
class with the opportunity to explore and experience around 5,000 years 

of Peterborough’s rich and diverse history. Set amidst the inspiring 
surroundings of Peterborough Cathedral you will meet costumed re-
enactors representing life from the Stone Age to WWII in this unique 

multi-period adventure. 
 

NEW FOR THIS YEAR: THE QUEST FOR THE MISSING OLYMPIC RINGS 
 
With the Olympics 2020 just around the corner, the schools’ day this year has the 
Olympic ethos at its heart—community, identity and diversity. Discover how this 
ethos has transcended through time by meeting historical figures and finding out 
what drove them to ‘go for gold’. What drove Boudica to fight for her freedom, or 
Victorian pioneers to trial new medicines?  Collect the clues and solve the quest to 
see that in order to learn how to achieve in the present, we must first look to the 
past. 
 
This year, we are very pleased to be working with storyteller John Kirk (john-
kirk.co.uk) as part of the event, bringing to you stories of notable residents of the 
city who in their own way tried to achieve gold. Our aim is that the attending groups 
see reasons why they should be proud of where they come from and are inspired by 
what they might contribute in the future.  Further to this aim it is hoped that the 
groups themselves contribute to the stories that are told by voting on a prescribed 
list of people in the weeks leading up to the event. 
 
It’s time to get ready, set and go for gold at Peterborough Heritage Day 2020.  Join 
us as we take a hop, skip and a jump into the city's history.   
 
Important bits: 

 This day is suitable for upper KS2  

 We have limited space so book early! Contact Carol Law on 
01733 864 700 or at vivacityforschools@vivacity.org for a 
booking form and provisional booking. If we have no 
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availability, you will be put on a reserved list. 

 Confirmations required before the 3rd April 2020. Any provisional bookings 
not confirmed by this date will be released. 

 One year group per school. Additional year groups can be placed on a 
reserved list – if there are any spaces left by the 20th April 2020 then you will 
be notified. 

 £240 per class, invoiced after the event. 

 Any queries? Contact Carol Law, Museum and Heritage Education Manager:  
Email carol.law@vivacity.org or phone: 01733 864 700. 

 
Before the day,  

 As mentioned, the storytelling session focuses on the stories of four notable 
people from Peterborough and looks at what drove them to achieve their 
goals, whatever they may be. At the start of the Summer Term you will be 
sent a list of 12 local heroes – the famous and the not-so-famous.  As a class, 
please vote for your favourite four, the ones you want to hear about. The 
vote closes at 3 o’clock on the 22nd May 2020.  

 You will be given a Heritage Festival Schools’ Day Pack at the beginning of 
May 2020. We will contact you to arrange a suitable day/time when we can 
visit you and go through this information. The pack includes your timetable, 
Quest intro to read to the class before the day, a map, quest booklet to bring 
along with you on the day, pre and post-visit ideas and of course a risk 
assessment. 

 
On the day: 

 The day starts at 10 am – gather inside the Cathedral and take a pew.  

 Wear suitable clothing for the weather – some of the reenactors will be met 
outdoors.  (If the forecast is heavy rain then we will move as many of the 
activities into an indoor space.) 

 We have included a craft activity so that the children have something to take 
back to school/home. Bring along a labelled box so that you can safely bring 
these crafts back to school. 

 We aim to allocate a Heritage Festival Buddy (a volunteer from either the 
Museum or the Cathedral) to be with you, guiding you to the various 
locations – we don’t want you to get lost!  

 Lunch space available in an enclosed outdoor space or in the Cathedral if wet. 

 You will have to carry your lunches around with you – there will be nowhere 
available for them to be stored (backpacks recommended) 

 There will be plenty of toilets – portaloos!  
 The storyteller draws the day to an end approx. 2:15pm/ 2:30pm. 

 Once the activities end, you must leave the site as we need to get ready for 
the main heritage festival weekend. 

 

We are pleased to be working in partnership with 
Peterborough Cathedral Education Team in order to bring this 
very special day to you. 
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