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Information for Teachers 

A “Novel” Look at Peterborough  16+ 
 Exploring the 19th Century Locally and in Literature 

at Peterborough Museum 
 
 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet a colourful cast of characters from 19th century Priestgate, Peterborough to explore the life and 
times of its most infamous residents. Through their stories and the surviving spaces they inhabited 

students can explore this time of profound change. Using local stories and artefacts the session examines 
the themes of gender roles, crime and punishment, social class and the anxieties of scientific progress. It 
aims to reinforce the historical context in which 19th century texts are cited and to demonstrate how the 
realities of life at the time, both locally and nationally, informed and influenced 19th Century literature.  

 
Priestgate Vaults 

Visit the hidden cellars of the museum building, once a Georgian mansion, to uncover the 

secrets and scandals of its very Dickensian owner, Thomas Alderson Cooke. 

Meet his butler John Webb in the year 1841 (brought to life using new 

technology and theatrical effects) in the midst of one of Cooke’s dinner 

parties to hear all about his life and times, which reads like a 19th century 

novel in itself.     

Delve further into the century to the Victorian era when the museum 

building was the city’s first infirmary. Explore the role and realities of 

Victorian medicine for people of the time. Hear grisly tales of the hospital’s darker past and 

the advances in science that influenced and informed gothic tales of reanimation.  

 
19th century life: painting the picture  
Take a behind the scenes look at some usually hidden 19th 
century paintings from our collection to see how artists paint a 
picture and create characters not just with words but with their 
brushes. Through these evocative works of art pupils can be 
introduced to themes of industrialisation, childhood and 
romanticism that influenced many artistic mediums at the time.  
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National Curriculum links:  History, English, Art. 
 

By participating in this session students will be able to: 
 Appreciate our rich heritage and literary heritage  

 Formulate ideas and opinions and effectively express these opinions 

 Know the context of the texts they study and be able to draw upon this knowledge to support 
comprehension 

 

 Other information:  
 

Duration: 90 mins  or a full day with additional activities (see below) 

Cost: 
 

90 mins = £90 per group of up to 15 students. We can accommodate up to two groups. 
Full day (10 am – 2 pm) = £150 per group of up to 15 students for a full day with 
additional activities.  We can accommodate up to four groups (max. of 60 students) for 
our full day with additional activities. 

Recommended ratio: Minimum is 1 adult to 10 pupils. 

Booking information: 
 

To book, please contact us by phone or email. When the activities and date are agreed, 
a booking form and risk assessment is emailed to you. To confirm the visit we ask that 
you complete the booking form and email it back to us. 

A note about 
behaviour: 

School teachers have overall responsibility for the behaviour of their students and we 
expect you to support Museum staff with this where necessary.  

Additional/optional 
activities: 
 
Please note that 
additional activities 
incur an additional 
charge. 
Please contact us for 
more information.  
 
 

 

19th Century Guided City Tour: Head out into Peterborough 

(on foot, horse and carriage not provided) to trace the 

footsteps of the characters you’ve met as they venture into 

the heart of the city. Our costumed guide will help you 

discover how the city looked to them, the buildings that still 

survive today and what they tell us about 19th century life.  

 

 

Call the 19th Century Doctor:  Meet either Dr Walker or Dr Jex-

Blake in our original Victorian operating theatre and study the 

progression of medical practice at this time. Discover how the 

public interest in the advancement of scientific understanding 

inspired and found its way into literature such as Stevenson’s 

Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and Shelley’s 

Frankenstein. 

 

 

 

We are happy to tweak the sessions according to your needs. 
We welcome and encourage pre-visits. 
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